




PROCEDURES: 
 
An applicant’s statement that s/he is a United States citizen will be verified only when the 
statement is inconsistent with other information on the application, on previous applications, or 
on other documented information known to the DHS caseworker. Each household member’s 
United States citizenship or alien status must be acknowledged at the time of application and at 
each review. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Full Medicaid/TennCare benefits may be authorized by DHS if applicants who are qualified 
aliens meet all mandated technical and non-technical eligibility criteria. TennCare Information 
Services (IS) has no code for qualified aliens on interChange because these individuals receive 
benefits that are no different from those received by American citizens. Neither TennCare nor 
the Managed Care Contractor (MCC) would have reason to differentiate qualified aliens from 
other TennCare recipients—except perhaps in the event that an enrollee with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP) needed interpreter/translation services. 
 
REFERENCE DOCUMENTS: 
 

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA), 
Pub.L. 104-193], Title IV
8 USC §1641

      8 USC §1612
42 USC §1396b (v)
42 CFR §435.400, et Seq.
42 CFR §440.255
42 CFR §436.406
45 CFR §400.94
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) § 101(a)(42)
State Medicaid Manual, Sections 3210 and 3211 (Download Chapter 3; then go to 
appropriate section). 
DHS State Rule: 1240-3-2-.02(2)(p)
TennCare Medicaid and TennCare Standard Policy Manual (Published by Tennessee 
Department of Human Services, October 2005), Chapter 2—Technical Eligibility 
Requirements

 
OFFICE(S) OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY: 
 
DHS (for making eligibility decisions and providing eligibility notice and appeal rights) 
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http://law.onecle.com/uscode/8/1641.html
http://www.thecre.com/fedlaw/uscode/8/1612.html
http://frwebgate4.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=0212893775+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_06/42cfr435_06.html
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13nov20061500/edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2006/octqtr/pdf/42cfr440.255.pdf
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13nov20061500/edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2006/octqtr/pdf/42cfr436.406.pdf
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13nov20061500/edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2006/octqtr/pdf/45cfr400.94.pdf
http://www.immigration-usa.com/ina_96_title_2.html
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/manuals/PBM/itemdetail.asp?filterType=none&filterByDID=-99&sortByDID=1&sortOrder=ascending&itemID=CMS021927&intNumPerPage=10
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/1240/1240-03/1240-03-02.pdf
http://www.tennessee.gov/humanserv/adfam/StandardManual.pdf
http://www.tennessee.gov/humanserv/adfam/StandardManual.pdf
http://www.tennessee.gov/humanserv/adfam/StandardManual.pdf
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